The mammalian oviduct provides the environment for the embryo during its early development. Since oviducal fluid is composed of secretory products and products oftransudation (Hamner, 1971) Two-and four-cell embryos were flushed from the oviducts 30 to 32 hr after HCG. The flushing and culture media and embryo culture system were those described by Kane & Foote (1970) . After 90 to 96 hr in culture, embryos were classified and scored according to their stage of development. The following scoring system was used: 1 = cleaving but less than a morula, 2 = morula (sixteencell stage), 3 = early blastocyst (blastocoele just visible), 4 = blastocyst (blastocoele at least half the size of the embryo), 5 = expanding blastocyst (zona pellucida attenuated), 6 = hatching blastocyst (zona pellucida ruptured). Each individual culture usually contained ten embryos making the maximum possible score per culture equal to sixty. Cultures containing less or more than ten embryos were corrected to the base 10. A total of 386 embryos was cultured. Statistical differences of mean embryo development were calculated by analysis of variance (Snedecor & Cochran, 1969) .
. A second mode of action may be alteration of the normal oviducal milieu to one which was detrimental to the early embryo. Since oviducal fluid is partly composed of transudate, it is also possible that PGE2 entered the luminal fluids and had a direct effect on the early embryo. In view of the reported effects of -series prostaglandins on gastric secretion (Robert, 1967) , a likely explanation at the present time is that PGE2 caused an alteration in oviducal fluid volume and/or composition. Since the effect of PGE2 treatment was first evident when blastocyst expansion should occur, it is possible that the zona pellucida was altered in some manner which did not permit its attenuation. Labhsetwar (1973) reported that PGEi and PGE2 caused a delay in the development of rat embryos, but that PGF2tl had no effect.
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